
Top 10 places to watch stage 3 
Sunday 30th April will undoubtedly be the big showdown in this year’s Tour de Yorkshire and the 
stage is characterised by a series of short punchy climbs which come thick and fast. We’ve cycled 
the route and picked out what we think are some of the best spots to watch the race, especially if 
you are heading there on a bike

1.  Bradford 
Catch the buzz of the 
start of a big pro race in 
the heart of Bradford. 
You’ll see the riders up 
close and they’ll be all 
sorts of live stuff 
happening and the 
world’s media will be 
looking on. If you’ve 
never been to a race 
start, go, it’s a great 
experience! 

2.  Ilkley 
Make a day out to this 
lovely spot on the edge 
of the Yorkshire Dales. 
Watch the race go 
through the middle of the 
town and then enjoy the 
rest of the day up on 
Ilkley Moor or perhaps a 
stroll along the River 
Wharfe. Plenty of nice 
restaurants, bars and 
coffee shops too! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Burnsall 
Cycle out to the road approaching 
Burnsall and find a place on the 
hill above the village. The view 
across the Wharfe Valley to 
Appletreewick and Simon’s Seat in 
breathtaking, the fact that the race 
is coming past will make this 
viewing spot extra special.



4. Cote de Silsden 
48 miles into the race comes the first real climb, Robin Hood as the locals call it! Try and get a 
spot on the sharp right hand corner about half way up when the gradient is at its steepest, even 
the pros will be going relatively slow at this point! 

5. Haworth 
Haworth is now iconic after the Tour de France and the Tour de Yorkshire 2015 came up the 
famous main street. It’s back again this year and is a special place. Get there early though if 
you want a good viewing spot. Plenty of nice cafes on main street though to sustain body and 
soul! 

 
 
 
 

6.  Oxenhope Moor  
A great spot for viewing 
the race is at the top of 
the climb out of 
Oxenhope. If you position 
yourself just above the 
Dog and Gun pub, you 
get a great view of the 
road down the climb and 
will see the race 
approaching for some 
time before it comes past 
you. 
 



7. Shibden Wall 
Probably the point in the race most people are looking forward to! This is a beast of a cobbled 
climb with prolonged sections at around 20% gradient. A real pinch point will be the sharp left 
hand corner (see pic) which comes after the initial steep section. The road narrows here as 
well, so expect carnage when the peloton arrives, riders will be getting off and walking!  
 

 
 
 

8.Woodsome Road  
Just as the riders will be settling 
into the flat fast A629 from 
Huddersfield to Penistone, the 
race takes a sharp right turn 
onto Woodsome Road and then 
a climb of over 2 miles ensues. 
It’s an uncharacteristic Yorkshire 
climb with shallow gradients 
reminiscent of Box Hill, but will 
certainly disrupt the rhythm of 
the riders. Stand near the top 
and you will be able to see the 
race approaching in the 
distance. 
 

9. Well Hill  
This is the last climb before the race hits the Stocksbridge circuit. The 
riders will have just passed over the River Don on Forge Lane and then 
branched left onto Well Road. There are likely to be less spectators 
here than further on, so you should get a great view of the race, which 
be reaching fever point when it arrives! 



 
 
 
 
 

10. Stocksbridge Circuit 
We’ve cycled this final circuit 
of 4 testing climbs and 
basically any point on the 12 
mile loop is going to be good. 
Pick a spot near the top of 
one of the climbs and try and 
get a good view down the 
road so you catch the race 
approaching from a distance.

 
 
 
 
 
Do the Double!
If you have your bike, there are a few opportunities to catch the race twice. Although road closures 
severely affect travel by car, on a bike you should be able to travel between locations, our top tips 
are:

Bradford and Shibden Wall  
After seeing the riders off, get on two wheels and head up through Queensbury onto Shibden Wall, 
which is nearly 70 miles into the race, so it will take the riders over 2 1/2 hours to get there after the 
start. 

Ilkley or Burnsall and Cote de Silsden 
A great opportunity to see the riders breeze past on the flat first time, either in Ilkley or Burnsall, 
then see the pain as they tackle the first significant (steep) climb of the day. From Ilkley jump on 
your bike and head over Cocking Lane to Silsden (only 5 miles or so). From Burnsall, back track 
towards Bolton Abbey but turn right over Halton Heights to Embsay then onto Silsden. 

Stocksbridge  
If you first catch the riders on the first climb of Carr Road out of Stocksbridge, you will have time to 
walk/cycle back to the finish at Fox Valley to see the sprint for the line. Also, there will be a real 
buzz following the race with the presentations and also many of the riders will be around, so you 
might get the odd selfie with a pro!
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